
MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 18, 2022 
MEETING OF THE 

WASHOE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD POLICY COMMITTEE 

 
January 18, 2022 
 
1. Opening Items 
 
1.01 Call to Order 

 
The meeting of the Board Policy Committee was called to order at 2:03 p.m. The meeting 
was conducted in the Board Room of the Central Administration Building, located at 425 
East Ninth Street in Reno, Nevada. 
 
1.02 Roll Call 

 
President Angela Taylor and Board Members Jeff Church, Adam Mayberry, Diane Nicolet,  
Joe Rodriguez, and Beth Smith were present.  Committee Member Ellen Minetto was 
absent. Superintendent Kristen McNeill, Chief General Counsel Neil Rombardo, and staff 
were also present. 
 
2. Items for Presentation, Discussion, and/or Possible Action  
 
2.01 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 16, 2021 BOARD 
POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
 
It was moved by Trustee Church and seconded by Trustee Nicolet that the Board Policy 
Committee approves the minutes of the November 16, 2021 Board Policy 
Committee meeting.  The result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Jeff Church, 
Adam Mayberry, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and Angela Taylor) Final 
Resolution:  Motion Carries. 
 
2.02 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 14, 2021 BOARD 
POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
 
It was moved by Trustee Nicolet and seconded by Trustee Rodriguez that the Board 
Policy Committee approves the minutes of the December 14, 2021 Board 
Policy Committee meeting.  The result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Jeff 
Church, Adam Mayberry, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and Angela 
Taylor) Final Resolution:  Motion Carries. 
 
2.03 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO 
AND/OR FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISIONS OF BOARD POLICY 5310, 
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STUDENT VOICE, SPECIFICALLY TO UPDATE FORMATTING AND CLARIFY 
LANGUAGE, TO A FUTURE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 
 
Joe Ernst, Chief Accountability Officer, and Dr. Laura Davidson, Director of Research and 
Evaluation, presented the proposed revisions to Board Policy 5310, Student Voice.  Dr. 
Davidson explained that the purpose of the policy is to ensure that students are heard, 
valued, and engaged members of school and District level decision making processes. 
The proposed changes were largely formatting and cosmetic.  At the suggestion of the 
Student Advisory Council (SAC), the word “school” was added to section 2 on page two 
to acknowledge that students should be incorporated into school level decision making 
and school improvement processes, as well District decision making processes.  In section 
4c on page three of the policy, language was added about giving students opportunities 
to have voting rights on District level committees.  The policy was developed in 
collaboration with the SAC.  Dr. Davidson noted that there have been 34 student 
applicants for the Superintendent search process, and students are excited to engage in 
District decision making processes.  She added that this is an innovative policy that speaks 
to how much the District values and supports the inclusion of Student Voice in decision 
making. 
 
President Taylor called for public comment. 
 
John Eppolito, with Protect Nevada Children, commented on a previous Board meeting at 
Galena High School, at which students spoke out in support of teachers being allowed to 
voice support for BLM and LGBTQ in their classrooms.  He expressed the opinion that 
Incline Elementary and Incline Middle Schools do not allow a conservative voice.  Mr. 
Eppolito urged the Board to focus on improving education and not indoctrinating students.  
 
Trustee Church asked for clarification about section 4c where it states students will be 
given opportunities as “voting members of Board and District committees.”  Dr. Davidson 
explained that students cannot be voting members of the Board of Trustees, and the 
policy states that students “will be given opportunities for engagement as voting members 
of Board and District committees…”, not that students have to be represented on every 
committee. The intention of this language is to give students the option to vote on Board 
committees as allowable, and if a committee decides so.  Trustee Church suggested that 
this be reworded for clarification.  There was discussion about how this could be reworded 
to provide clarification and still send a supportive message to students. 
 
Trustee Mayberry asked for an explanation of the Student Advisory Council.  Dr. Davidson 
explained that each high school sends between one and five students that have been 
recommended by the principal to serve on the SAC. There is other recruiting as well to 
ensure representation beyond student leadership.  It is possible for a middle school 
student to be on the SAC, but it is mainly comprised of high school students. 
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It was moved by Trustee Rodriguez and seconded by Trustee Nicolet that the wording  
in section 4c on page three of Board Policy 5310, Student Voice , be amended 
to read: “Students may be given opportunities for engagement as voting 
members of Board committees and District committees, which is consistent 
with best practices for Student Voice.”  The result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass 
(Yea: Jeff Church, Adam Mayberry, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and 
Angela Taylor) Final Resolution:  Motion Carries. 
 
Trustee Church asked if this policy overlaps with other District polices and if it could 
possibly be consolidated with other related policies.  There was no discussion. 
 
Trustee Church questioned the language in 4d on page four that states: “the District shall 
maintain a Student Voice Department…” He suggested it would be better worded “may”  
and asked about the cost of a Student Voice Department.  Mr. Rombardo commented 
that the wording “shall” is mandatory.  Superintendent McNeill explained that the Student 
Voice Department sits under the Office of Accountability and is supervised by Dr. 
Davidson.  There is one Coordinator in Student Voice who also oversees the running of 
the SAC.  President Taylor commented that she is comfortable with the wording “shall” 
and that Student Voice is important.  Mr. Ernst commented that the wording “shall” shows 
the District’s commitment to students and valuing them. 
 
Trustee Church asked about section 3 on page four of the policy where it states: “This 
Board Policy complies with federal laws and regulations, to include:…” and suggested 
adding wording in the event that laws and regulations change.  Mr. Rombardo explained 
this is not necessary because this section of the policy (Legal Requirements and 
Associated Documents ) is part of a format change and the legal references can be 
changed as needed without coming to the Board for a vote. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Nicolet and seconded by Trustee Mayberry that the Board 
Policy Committee forwards the proposed revisions of Board Policy 5310, 
Student Voice, as amended, to a future regular meeting of the Board of 
Trustees for Consideration of preliminary approval.  The result of the vote was 
Split 5:1: Pass (Yea: Adam Mayberry, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and 
Angela Taylor; Nay: Jeffrey Church) Final Resolution:  Motion Carries. 
 
2.04 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO 
AND/OR FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISIONS OF BOARD POLICY 5325, 
DISTRICT-RECOGNIZED ATHLETICS, SPECIFICALLY TO UPDATE 
FORMATTING, CLARIFY LANGUAGE, AND REFLECT CURRENT PRACTICE, TO A 
FUTURE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR 
CONSIDERATION OF PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 
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Rollins Stallworth, Coordinator of Student Activities and Athletics, presented the proposed 
revisions to Board Policy 5325, District Recognized Athletics.  The policy was revised to 
update formatting and for clarification with regard to how District-recognized athletics 
impact schools and relate to the outside community and school facilities.  The purpose of 
the policy is to recognize, and encourage student participation in, athletics not sanctioned 
by the Nevada Interscholastic Activities Association (NIAA) but recognized by the District. 
References to the NIAA were removed from the policy.  Mr. Stallworth gave some 
examples of District-recognized sports including lacrosse and archery, as well as other 
club sports.  The policy streamlines the approach to these sports and provides 
opportunities for these programs on District campuses. It relates to the outside 
community and District facilities and provides a way to recognize programs and give them 
easier access to facilities, giving students opportunities to participate in these programs. 
 
President Taylor commented that this policy clarifies the distinction between District-
recognized and District-sanctioned (NIAA) sports.  Mr. Stallworth noted that this policy 
provides a distinctive way to recognize programs and give them easier access to school 
facilities.  Some of the leaders, advisors, and coaches of these programs are staff 
members at schools. 
 
Trustee Nicolet pointed out section 3b on page two of the policy where it states, “District 
recognized athletics shall supervise all student-athletes during athletic events” and asked 
if the organizers of a program would be responsible for this, rather than District staff.  
Mr. Stallworth replied that is correct. 
 
Trustee Church asked about section 7a on page three of the policy where it states “All 
students have equal access to participation in a District recognized sport” with no try-
outs or limits to participation.  He expressed concern that this could create a liability.  Mr. 
Stallworth explained that this tells the advisors/coaches to make sure that any student 
who wants to participate in some capacity has an opportunity to do so.  President Taylor 
commented that “participate” versus “play” looks different based on what an individual is 
physically capable of.  Mr. Stallworth noted that participation in these activities requires 
parental/guardian permission.  Mr. Rombardo commented that any extracurricular activity 
can result in liability.  The law, however, requires the District to open recognized athletics 
to anyone who wants to participate as well as to make reasonable accommodations so 
that they may.  Mr. Stallworth noted that many club programs had been very exclusive 
in the past and the District wanted to open them to all students.  He added that there is 
a statewide Unified Sports program that caters to students with disabilities. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Rodriguez and seconded by Trustee Nicolet that the Board 
Policy Committee forwards the proposed revisions of Board Policy 5325, 
District-Recognized Athletics, to a future regular meeting of the Board of 
Trustees for Consideration of preliminary approval.  The result of the vote was 
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Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Jeff Church, Adam Mayberry, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, 
Elizabeth Smith, and Angela Taylor) Final Resolution:  Motion Carries. 
 
2.05 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO 
AND/OR FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISIONS OF BOARD POLICY 5340, 
DISTRICT-SANCTIONED INTERSCHOLASTIC ACTIVITIES, SPECIFICALLY TO 
UPDATE FORMATTING, CLARIFY LANGUAGE, AND REFLECT CURRENT 
PRACTICE, TO A FUTURE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 
 
Rollins Stallworth,  Coordinator of Student Activities and Athletics, presented the proposed 
revisions to Board Policy 5340, District-Sanctioned Interscholastic Activities.  This policy 
applies to sports recognized by the NIAA and provides an NIAA framework.  It streamlines 
the process the for a sport to be sanctioned by the District and the NIAA.  It was necessary 
to identify District-sanctioned sports and separate them from District-recognized sports 
and ensure that there are not duplicate sports such as a baseball team and a baseball 
club.  The policy also deals with District and NIAA responsibilities in running sanctioned 
sports.  
 
There was no discussion. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Rodriguez and seconded by Trustee Mayberry that the Board 
Policy Committee forwards the proposed revisions of Board Policy 5340, 
District-Sanctioned Interscholastic Activities, to a future regular meeting of 
the Board of Trustees for Consideration of preliminary approval.  The result of 
the vote was Split 5:0:1: Pass (Yea: Adam Mayberry, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, 
Elizabeth Smith, and Angela Taylor; Abstain: Jeff Church) Final Resolution: Motion 
Carries.  Trustee Church explained that he abstained from voting because he was not 
present for the presentation of the policy revisions. 
 
2.06 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO 
AND/OR FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISIONS OF BOARD POLICY 5345, 
PREVENTION AND TREATMENT OF SPORT RELATED INJURIES, SPECIFICALLY 
TO UPDATE FORMATTING, CLARIFY LANGUAGE, AND REFLECT CURRENT 
PRACTICE, TO A FUTURE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 
 
Rollins Stallworth,  Coordinator of Student Activities and Athletics, presented the proposed 
revisions to Board Policy 5345, Prevention and Treatment of Sport Related Injuries.  This 
policy focuses on the specific responsibilities of, and gives direction to, coaches and 
health-related staff with regard to protocols around the prevention and treatment of sport 
related injuries.  The policy addresses injury management and prevention, sudden cardiac 
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arrest, controlled substances, weather, air quality, and other events that impact the 
health and safety of student-athletes. 
 
Trustee Nicolet asked about games that take place out-of-District and if the same policies 
are in place no matter where students athletes are playing.  Mr. Stallworth replied yes 
and explained that generally when athletes visit out-of-District or athletes from outside 
the District come to play in the District, the hosting school provides a certified athletic 
trainer or other medical professional for those games.  He noted that the prevention and 
treatment of sport related injuries is fairly consistent statewide. 
 
Trustee Church asked about the reference to controlled substances in section 2c on page 
two of the policy and asked if there is any policy that provides guidance with regard to 
the use of controlled substances.  Mr. Stallworth replied that there are several NIAA 
policies on controlled substances and the penalties for their use.  Trustee Church asked 
what the general policy is. Mr. Stallworth explained that if a coach suspected an athlete 
was using drugs, they would contact the parent/guardian and the school nurse.  The 
penalty for a first offense is a six-week suspension from play that may be reduced to 
three weeks if the student athlete attends three drug and alcohol classes.  Mr. Stallworth 
noted that the policy treats cigarettes the same as it does drugs and alcohol. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Rodriguez and seconded by Trustee Mayberry that the Board 
Policy Committee forwards the proposed revisions of Board Policy 5345, 
Prevention and Treatment of Sport Related Injuries, to a future regular 
meeting of the Board of Trustees for Consideration of preliminary approval.  
The result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Jeff Church, Adam Mayberry, Diane 
Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and Angela Taylor) Final Resolution:  Motion 
Carries. 
 
2.07 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO 
AND/OR FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISIONS OF BOARD POLICY 5350, 
STUDENT ADVISORY COUNCIL AND STUDENT LEADERSHIP – SPECIFICALLY 
TO UPDATE FORMATTING AND CLARIFY LANGUAGE, TO A FUTURE REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 
 
Dr. Laura Davidson, Director of Research and Evaluation, presented the proposed 
changes to Policy 5350, Student Advisory Council and Student Leadership.  She explained 
that the intent of the policy is to define the structure of the Student Advisory Council 
(SAC) including the Student Representative who sits on the Board of Trustees.  The 
revisions were largely formatting with a few changes that were discussed.  In the Purpose 
of the policy, the terms “student government” and ‘‘student leadership” were removed 
because for many students that is an exclusionary practice, and it is not the intention that 
only students who sit on student governance at a school be allowed to be on the SAC or 
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participate in Student Voice activities.  In section 3c on page four of the policy a minor 
change was made specifying that a principal may delegate a staff member to select 
students to serve on the SAC, as opposed to requiring that the principal select the 
students.  Principals are asked to send in a list of one to five students who are then 
contacted personally by the Office of Accountability and asked to sit on the SAC.  Students 
are also recruited through hosted meetings or could be recommended by a counselor.  At 
a minimum, at least two students from every high school are desired for the SAC. 
 
President Taylor called for public comment. 
 
John Eppolito, a former K-12 teacher, commented that he has seen a change in the 
District since 2003 with more influencing children’s ideas, attitudes and beliefs, and  less 
educating.  He expressed his opinion that the District is creating social activists in high 
school because of what is being done in the schools.  He urged the schools to focus on 
teaching math, English, social studies, and science. 
 
Trustee Church asked how the Student Representative to the Board of Trustees is chosen. 
President Taylor replied that the Board does not select the Student Representative.  
Whoever is selected to be the Chair of the SAC automatically becomes the Student 
Representative to the Board. 
 
Trustee Church pointed out page three of the policy where it says the Student 
Representative to the Board shall attend “all public portions of regular meetings of the 
Board…” and commented that meetings sometimes go very late into the night and the 
Student Representative should not be made to attend if it interferes with school, etc.  On 
the same page, Trustee Church pointed out where it lists one of the duties of the Student 
Representative as “be prepared to fully participate in all discussions at Board meetings.”  
He suggested they may want to limit their ability to participate in all discussions. Dr. 
Davidson replied that most students should be able to determine when they should leave 
a meeting.  There was discussion about adding language to this section to reflect more 
accurately what the intention is. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Church and seconded by Trustee Mayberry to amend section 
2c iii on page three of Board Policy 5350 to read: “As practical, attend all public 
portions of regular meetings of the Board of Trustees and serve in a non-voting 
capacity.”  The result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Jeff Church, Adam 
Mayberry, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and Angela Taylor) Final 
Resolution:  Motion Carries. 
 
Trustee Church asked about page three of the policy where is says the Student 
Representative to the Board shall “maintain confidentiality” and commented that if a 
minor violates confidentiality the guardian could be held liable. He suggested that 
something about parental/guardian consent be added to the policy.  Dr. Davidson 
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commented while it is not in the policy specifically, they always contact guardians by 
phone and obtain written consent as good practice.  There was some discussion about 
where parental consent would best fit in the policy.  Superintendent McNeill suggested 
adding a procedure about obtaining parent/guardian consent on page four under section 
3c.  Trustee Church made a motion to direct staff to add a procedure under section 3c 
and Trustee Rodriguez seconded the motion.  Trustee Smith asked for clarification about 
what the parent/guardian consent would be for and Dr. Davidson answered that this 
would be consent for the Student Representative to serve on the Board of Trustees.  Mr. 
Rombardo clarified that section 3c relates to all students on the SAC and not just the 
Student Representative to the BOT.  He recommended the parent/guardian consent be 
added to section 2b where if refers specifically to the Student Representative to the 
Board. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Church and seconded by Trustee Rodriguez to direct Staff to 
add language to section 2b on page two of Board Policy 5350, requiring the 
Student Representative to the Board to have consent from his/her guardian 
prior to serving as Student Representative.  The result of the vote was Unanimous: 
Pass (Yea: Jeff Church, Adam Mayberry, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, 
and Angela Taylor) Final Resolution:  Motion Carries. 
 
Mr. Rombardo noted the policy currently states that the Board appoints the Student 
Representative and then they become the SAC Chair.  President Taylor commented that 
the intention is not for the Board to appoint the Student Representative.  Mr. Rombardo 
recommended this be reworded to indicate that the SAC appoints their own Chair and 
then the Board appoints the SAC Chair to be the Student Representative to the Board. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Nicolet  and seconded by Trustee Mayberry to change the 
wording in section 2 on page two of Board Policy 5350 to reflect that the 
Student Advisory Council appoints their own Chairperson and then the Board 
Appoints the Chairperson of the Student Advisory Council as the Student 
Representative to sit as a non-voting, ex-officio member on the Board of 
Trustees for a one-year term. The result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Jeff 
Church, Adam Mayberry, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and Angela 
Taylor) Final Resolution:  Motion Carries. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Rodriguez and seconded by Trustee Church that the Board 
Policy Committee forwards the proposed revisions of Board Policy 5350, 
Student Advisory Council and Student Leadership, as amended, to a future 
regular meeting of the Board of Trustees for Consideration of preliminary 
approval.  The result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Jeff Church, Adam 
Mayberry, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and Angela Taylor) Final 
Resolution:  Motion Carries. 
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3. Closing Items 
 
3.01 Public Comment 
 
John Eppolito submitted two articles for the public record.  He expressed his concern 
about Naviance, a software used by Incline High School for helping students choose 
colleges.  The software was paid for privately and approved by the Board.  Since then 
the company has been sold twice along with all the student data it collects.  He told the 
Board they should not be approving this kind of software for just one school and urged 
them to discontinue the use of Naviance at Incline High School. 
 
Mike Croghan, a resident of Reno, spoke in response to an earlier public comment.  He 
welcomed the Board representing and protecting classroom teachers who answer 
questions from students about what goes on in the world.  He commented that teachers 
responding from their own life experience enriches a student’s experience at school 
beyond the traditional subjects.  He added that this can help students grow up to be 
social activists and appear before future boards of education to advocate for the 
community. 
 
The Committee received email public comment from: 
Debra Luddy 
Joe Morabito 
 
3.02 Announcement of Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Board Policy Committee would take place on Tuesday, February 
15, 2022 at 2:00 p.m. 
 
3.03 Adjourn Meeting 
 
There being no further business to come before the members of the Committee, President 
Taylor declared the meeting adjourned at 3:36 p.m. 
 
 
____________________________     
Angela D. Taylor, President 


















